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Flower Garland 

(From the T elugu Flower Garland of Kavitilaka 
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The Hot Western Gale 

Lo! the gale of the west is laden with dust, 

Even the eyes of the wise cannot see the ways; 

At every step there is a false step, 

With his back to the East and face to tie west, 

The pilgrim advancing against the wind 

Cannot catch the voices behind; 

The heart is dried and the face is fried, 

Dragging along the weary way, 

Sin or merit he spends the day. 

Not a drop the tongue to wet 

Not a tree the head to protect. 
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The Tree 

The Tree stands bare ; 

The leaves are rare 

Worms unseen eat the roots, 

Shrivelled up are the off-shoots 

Fruit unripe the monkeys pluck. 

Tanks and wells sunrays suck 

The trunk is swinging, 

The whirlwind singing, 

Here and there is blossoming 

A flower with sweet aroma quickening 

Pilgrim ! take the perfume, 

To all quarters, to every home. 
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